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forces continuing from year to year, this battle of the great glacier with the river, which its melting snows help to feed
Distrusting the Kargil coolies, we allowed them to march ahead of us the greater part of the morning* As we glanced from time to time along the line in front, the fowls were seen at intervals on the tops of the loads, their fluttering wings outstretched in the attempt to maintain their equilibrium, like eagles on the standards of a moving army. At one o'clock the caravan, which had not marched with any enthusiasm, had covered eight to nine miles, when the fifty-five Kargil coolies went to one side in a body and sat down, laying aside their loads* On asking the meaning of this and telling them to go on and complete the march, they refused to do so, .and said they would go no farther. As the road was good, they had been supplied with the full quantity of rations agreed upon, and we had had no words with them, their action in thus breaking their contract at the very outset was inexplicable, though we expected they would do so, as soon as any difficulties were encountered. The two Kargil mates, who were behind, now came up, and we demanded